STANDING ORDERS

Article 25:  Standing Orders

(a) At meetings, each member shall present to the person duly authorized by the Executive Committee his or her membership card;

(b) The President shall take the chair and formally open the business of the meeting;

(c) Each member on addressing the chair, shall rise and be limited in speaking to ten (10) minutes on each subject.  A member shall not speak except in reference to a resolution or amendment, nor shall he speak twice on one subject, unless he be the mover of the original proposition, when he has the right of reply.  Asking or answering a question by permission of the chair shall not be considered speeches neither shall they be speeches;

(d) In the event of a proposition “to proceed to the next business” being moved and seconded, it shall, after the proposer of the original resolution has been heard, he put to the vote.  If agreed to, all other propositions on the subject then under discussion and voted on, it shall not again be introduced during the meeting;

(e) No proposal or amendment shall be discussed unless it is seconded, except the proposals of the Executive Committee, which shall be taken as having been moved and seconded.  No second amendment or rider shall be voted on until the first amendment is disposed of;

(f) The ruling of the Chairman on all matters shall be strictly obeyed.  No member shall leave the meeting except he first asks and obtains the Chairman’s consent;

(g) An agenda of the business of the meeting shall be given to each member.  This agenda shall be adhered to until its completion unless a proposition to suspend the standing orders be made and carried out by a majority of two-thirds of those present.  “A majority of two-thirds” shall be construed to mean “two-thirds” voting in favour of the measure;

(h) A majority of the members present may suspend and exclude from the meeting any member who is insubordinate or who improperly conducts himself.  A member so dealt with may be reinstated on tendering an apology acceptable to the meeting;

(i) The business of the meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Parliamentary Procedure.
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